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Project Address: 550 O'Farrell Street, San Francisco CA 
Project Sponsor: Presidio Bay
Date of SFHAC Review: 10/7/2020

Grading Scale
★ = The project meets the high standard set by local jurisdiction and/or SFHAC
★★ = The project exceeds SFHAC standards
★★★ = The project far exceeds SFHAC's standards and exhibits creativity in its proposed solutions

Criteria for SFHAC Endorsement
1. The Project must have been presented to the SFHAC Project Review Committee
2. The Project must score a minimum of ★ on any given guideline

Guideline Comments
Summary

After reviewing the project proposal from the project sponsor, the San Francisco 
Housing Action Coalition is pleased to endorse 550 O'Farrell Street which will bring 
well-designed housing at varying levels of affordability in the Tenderloin.

★★

Land Use
The proposed project will transform a historic parking garage into a mixed use, high-
density, transit oriented development in the Tenderloin neighborhood. ★★

Density
The project team is maximizing the current density allowed on the site. It will provide 
111 units, of 35 of which are 1-BR (32%), 62 2-BR (56%), and 14 3-BR (13%). We 
recommend the project team take advantage of the state desnity bonus to bring 
more homes to the project.

★

Affordablility

The proposal includes 20% on-site afforable housing. 40% of the BMR units are 
designated as Neighborhood Resident Preference, and an additional 20% for tenants 
previously evicted under the Ellis Act or from owner move-ins. The project also 
provides $1.5 million in off-site impact fees, bringing the total inclusionary rate to 
25%. We commend the innovative and community centric allotment of the BMR 
units.

★★

Parking & 
Alternative 

Transportation

The project does not propose any vehicle parking, and will provide 115 bicycle 
parking spaces, including 42 easily accessed on the ground floor, and a bike repair 
area in the basement. The project is a half-mile from the Powell Street station, 
making it an ideal location for public transportation users.

★★

Preservation

The garage currently located on the site is classified as a "Class A Historic Resource". 
The EIR was largely focused on the preservation process and the design of the 
building to incorporate historic retention. It has receieved good support from HPC, 
UDAT, and the community.  

★★

Urban Design

There will be activation on the ground floor for retail use and community 
organizations. The project exhibits a skillful integration of the historic facade of the 
garage with a more modern expression of the apartments above, and utilizes 
fenestration patterns, materials, and setbacks to provide scale and articulation 
appropriatae to the surrounding streetscape.  The ground floor will be given a new 
more activated use with resident amenities and community space, enliving the street 
and sidewalk with people instead of cars. 

★★

Environmental 
Features

The project is all electric, and will include planters aiding in bio-rentention flow as 
well as photo-voltaic panels on the roof. GPR (75+) certification. ★
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Community 
Benefits

The site will provide a commmunity space on the ground floor for Tenderloin 
organzations for meetings and events, retail space for local organizations+artists, 
and a mural for the outdoor space. We are especially excited for the project's 
committment to helping victims of Ellis Act evictions and local residents. We 
encourage the project team to continue to engage with the Building Trades and 
NorCal Carpenters.

★★

Community Input

Conversations with neighborhood groups made evident a desire to maintain the 
parking garage's facade, which has been incorporated into the project plan. 
Conversations with the community also led to a combination of resident amenity and 
community serving gathering space on the ground floor, which will be offered 
complimentary to qualified groups.  We encourage conversations with neighborhood 
groups to continue.

★


